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YEAR IN RIEVIEWR

$379,385 Total Donations
$194,569 Grants to Nonprofits
$23, 250 Scholarships to Students

2025 Highlights

@ The Community Foundation's food security initiative is making an impact for families in
need and by engaging donors in supporting the local food system.

@ 94 donors made gifts to the Food Insecurity Fund totaling nearly $15,000, to help families
in need make it through gaps in SNAP funding.

@ 51 donors made gifts to the JDLF Collective Fund totaling over $17,000 to support the
organization's work to expand the marketplace for local farmers & producers.

@ A group of leaders in Elizabeth launched the Elizabeth Community Fund to support heeds
in their community and will launch a campaign to grow the fund in 2026.

@ Total donations to the Community Foundation grew to $3.34 million and we have awarded
more than $1.54 million in grants & scholarships to charities & students in Jo Daviess
County.

2025 By the Numbers

Building Stronger Communities
Through Community Vitality

In 2025, the Community Foundation of Jo Daviess County launched a new Community Vitality
Initiative as part of its strategic plan to help strengthen communities across the county.
Community vitality is about bringing people, organizations, and local systems together to
improve quality of life and create thriving, resilient communities for generations to come.

Strong communities rely on engaged leaders, inclusive decision-making, and the ability to
respond to changing needs. Rural communities, in particular, often face unique challenges
such as aging populations, limited resources, and shrinking tax bases. The Community
Foundation's goal is to help communities build local momentum, develop long-term
strategies, and create sustainable funding for future needs.

We're excited to have a team from Elizabeth leading the way. The Elizabeth Steering
Committee is building on the success of the Energize Elizabeth effort and will soon launch a
campaign to grow a community fund dedicated to supporting local priorities and
opportunities.

Through the Community Vitality Initiative, the Community Foundation helps communities:
@ Engage local leaders and residents around a shared vision
@ lIdentify strategies for growth and long-term sustainability
@ Establish endowment funds to support community needs
now and in the future

To learn more, visit cfjodaviess.org/vitality
or contact hello@cfjodaviess.org
to explore starting a Community
Vitality Initiative in your town.

Elizabeth Community Fund members from left to right: Ashley Chambers,
Kevin Nicolin, Doug Nicholas, Emily Nicolin, Kristin Patterson, Cory Walters.
Not pictured: Jessica Engle , Brian Engle , Joe Ambrosia, Mike Dittmar.









